
Collection of data on disability inclusion in humanitarian action

In humanitarian action, data on persons with disabilities is important as a basis for inclusive 

programming. Data can be collected for various purposes, including to design a humanitarian 

response that addresses the needs and priorities of the affected population; to monitor equitable 

access to assistance; and to target specific population groups. The types of data that are collected 

and the way they are analyzed depends on how the data is intended to be used. 

This document presents guidance on collection of data on the inclusion of persons with disabilities 

in humanitarian action. It is intended for humanitarian actors to identify the types of data to be 

collected for different purposes and key tools and approaches that are recommended to be used. 

This tool can be used for strategic, programmatic and operational purposes, in coordination and 

programming.

This document complements other guidance on collecting and using data on disability inclusion in 

humanitarian action, intended to support the HNO/HRP development process:

• Use of Washington Group Questions in Multi-Sector Needs Assessments1

• Guidance on Strengthening Disability Inclusion in Humanitarian Response Plans2

This tool was developed by an Advisory Group including OCHA, WFP, UNHCR, IOM, WHO, Humanity & Inclusion 

and led by UNICEF, as part of the UK Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO) Humanitarian 

Single Business Case. Development of the tool was led by IOM-DTM, with input from Advisory Group members. 

For more information, please contact Kirstin Lange klange@unicef.org
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Review secondary data: Examples of sources include censuses, surveys, registries, Post-

Distribution Monitoring systems, Feedback and Complaint Mechanisms. 

See Guidance on Strengthening Disability Inclusion in HRPs p.10 2

Assess quality of existing data. Such data should:

• Cover as minimum all domains of functioning as per Washington Group Short Set of Questions 

• Not use stigmatizing language in the data collection tool

• In relation to the above points- if prevalence data are extremely low, this can be a flag that data 

is not reliable and should be further investigated. Data collection processes should use a 

recognized tool such as the Washington Group Question set/s

• Review study design to assess whether the sample is representative of the affected population 

(e.g., consider more marginalized populations such as refugees or persons living in institutions)

• Consider data recency, where relevant.

See Guidance on Strengthening Disability Inclusion in HRPs p.15 2
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Do these data already exist?

What data do I need?

Use:

• Registration data, 

where it is 
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identifying the 
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through 
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service providers
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community groups

• Integrate the 

WGQs and 

questions on 

barriers in 

vulnerability 

screening tools

Use: 

• Key Informants 
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Individuals with 
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• Focus Group 
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Use: 
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Discussions with 
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a needs 
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disaggregated by 
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Findings -

Household with 
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Sectoral Needs 

Assessments7)

Is it feasible to include questions in a survey 

(household or ndividual interviews through a 

representative sample)?

Use: 

• Key Informants 

interviews iterated 
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(See DTM Field 

Companion for 

Disability Inclusion6)

Use: 

• Integrate WGQ 

into data 

management 

systems for 

populations 
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Use 15% global 

estimates* for 

adults and 10% 

for children.**

In addition, 

advocate for 

strengthened data 

collection and 

analysis going 

forward. 

* WHO, (2011) 4

**UNICEF (2021)5

Use Washington 

Group set of 
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and following 

recommended 
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demographic 
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Ensure budget and 

technical expertise.  
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YES

YES

NO

NO

YES NO

Identify appropriate methods and sources for primary data collection

& establish inks with organizations of persons with disabilities (OPDs) 

file:///C:/Users/klange/Documents/DFID-HIP/Guidance_on_strengthening_disability_inclusion_in_Humanitarian_Response_Plans_final.pdf
file:///C:/Users/klange/Documents/DFID-HIP/Guidance_on_strengthening_disability_inclusion_in_Humanitarian_Response_Plans_final.pdf
https://displacement.iom.int/dtm-partners-toolkit/guide/dtm-msla-disability-inclusion
https://displacement.iom.int/dtm-partners-toolkit/guide/dtm-msla-disability-inclusion
https://displacement.iom.int/dtm-partners-toolkit/guide/dtm-msla-disability-inclusion
https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/document/household-with-disability-in-afghanistan-multi-sectoral-needs-assessments/
https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/document/household-with-disability-in-afghanistan-multi-sectoral-needs-assessments/
https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/document/household-with-disability-in-afghanistan-multi-sectoral-needs-assessments/
https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/document/household-with-disability-in-afghanistan-multi-sectoral-needs-assessments/
https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/document/household-with-disability-in-afghanistan-multi-sectoral-needs-assessments/
https://displacement.iom.int/dtm-partners-toolkit/guide/dtm-msla-disability-inclusion
https://displacement.iom.int/dtm-partners-toolkit/guide/dtm-msla-disability-inclusion
https://displacement.iom.int/dtm-partners-toolkit/guide/dtm-msla-disability-inclusion
https://www.who.int/teams/noncommunicable-diseases/sensory-functions-disability-and-rehabilitation/world-report-on-disability#:~:text=World%20Report%20on%20Disability%202011,a%20figure%20of%20around%2010%25.
https://data.unicef.org/resources/children-with-disabilities-report-2021/
washingtongroup-disability.com
washingtongroup-disability.com
washingtongroup-disability.com
https://humanity-inclusion.org.uk/flowchart/
https://humanity-inclusion.org.uk/flowchart/
https://humanity-inclusion.org.uk/flowchart/


Notes on URLs

1Use of Washington Group Questions in Multi-Sector Needs Assessments

Global Protection Cluster, REACH, UNICEF, OCHA, WASH Cluster, World Food Programme, Global Education Cluster, UNHCR, 

Washington Group on Disability Statistics, Humanity and Inclusion, IOM and Trinity College Dublin, ‘Use of Washington Group 

Questions in Multi-sector Needs Assessments’, n.d., < www.impact-repository.org/wp-

content/uploads/2022/05/Guide_WGQs_in_MSNAs_toshare_final.pdf >, accessed 26 April 2023.

2Guidance on Strengthening Disability Inclusion in Humanitarian Response Plans

Perry, S. Guidance on Strengthening Disability Inclusion in Humanitarian Response Plans, UK Department for International 

Development Humanitarian Investment Programme, London, n.d., < https://reliefweb.int/report/world/guidance-strengthening-disability-

inclusion-humanitarian-response-plans >, accessed 26 April 2023.

3https://humanity-inclusion.org.uk/flowchart/ 

Humanity and Inclusion, and UK Aid. (undated) ‘How can I collect or access data on people with disabilities in humanitarian action?’ < 

www.humanity-inclusion.org.uk/flowchart/ >, accessed 26 April 2023.

4WHO, (2011)

World Health Organization, World Report on Disability 2011, WHO, Geneva, 2011,< https://www.who.int/teams/noncommunicable-

diseases/sensory-functions-disability-and-rehabilitation/world-report-on-disability >, accessed 26 April 2023.

5UNICEF (2021)

United Nations Children’s Fund, Seen, Counted, Included: Using data to shed light on the well-being of children with disabilities,

UNICEF, New York, 2021, < https://data.unicef.org/resources/children-with-disabilities-report-2021/ >, accessed 26 April 2023.

6DTM Field Companion for Disability Inclusion

International Organization for Migration, ‘DTM for Disability Inclusion’, IOM, Switzerland, 3 January 2020, < https://dtm.iom.int/dtm-

partners-toolkit/guide/dtm-msla-disability-inclusion >, accessed 26 April 2023.

7Household with Disability in Afghanistan: Multi Sectoral Needs Assessments

Arlini, Silvia M., Kasundu Bosco, Magdalena Rossmann, Martina Orsander and Henok Zeratsion, ‘Household with Disability in 

Afghanistan: Multi-sectoral needs assessments’ Save the Children International, 2022, < 

https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/document/household-with-disability-in-afghanistan-multi-sectoral-needs-assessments/ >, 

accessed 26 April 2023.

https://www.impact-repository.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Guide_WGQs_in_MSNAs_toshare_final.pdf
http://www.impact-repository.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Guide_WGQs_in_MSNAs_toshare_final.pdf
http://www.impact-repository.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Guide_WGQs_in_MSNAs_toshare_final.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/guidance-strengthening-disability-inclusion-humanitarian-response-plans
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/guidance-strengthening-disability-inclusion-humanitarian-response-plans
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/guidance-strengthening-disability-inclusion-humanitarian-response-plans
https://humanity-inclusion.org.uk/flowchart/
http://www.humanity-inclusion.org.uk/flowchart/
https://www.who.int/teams/noncommunicable-diseases/sensory-functions-disability-and-rehabilitation/world-report-on-disability
https://www.who.int/teams/noncommunicable-diseases/sensory-functions-disability-and-rehabilitation/world-report-on-disability
https://www.who.int/teams/noncommunicable-diseases/sensory-functions-disability-and-rehabilitation/world-report-on-disability
https://data.unicef.org/resources/children-with-disabilities-report-2021/
https://data.unicef.org/resources/children-with-disabilities-report-2021/
https://displacement.iom.int/dtm-partners-toolkit/guide/dtm-msla-disability-inclusion
https://dtm.iom.int/dtm-partners-toolkit/guide/dtm-msla-disability-inclusion
https://dtm.iom.int/dtm-partners-toolkit/guide/dtm-msla-disability-inclusion
https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/document/household-with-disability-in-afghanistan-multi-sectoral-needs-assessments/
https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/document/household-with-disability-in-afghanistan-multi-sectoral-needs-assessments/

	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3

