Collection of data on disability inclusion in humanitarian action

DECISION TREE

In humanitarian action, data on persons with disabilities is important as a basis for inclusive
programming. Data can be collected for various purposes, including to design a humanitarian
response that addresses the needs and priorities of the affected population; to monitor equitable
access to assistance; and to target specific population groups. The types of data that are collected
and the way they are analyzed depends on how the data is intended to be used.

This document presents guidance on collection of data on the inclusion of persons with disabilities
in humanitarian action. It is intended for humanitarian actors to identify the types of data to be
collected for different purposes and key tools and approaches that are recommended to be used.
This tool can be used for strategic, programmatic and operational purposes, in coordination and
programming.

This document complements other guidance on collecting and using data on disability inclusion in
humanitarian action, intended to support the HNO/HRP development process:

« Use of Washington Group Questions in Multi-Sector Needs Assessments?

« Guidance on Strengthening Disability Inclusion in Humanitarian Response Plans?

This tool was developed by an Advisory Group including OCHA, WFP, UNHCR, I0M, WHO, Humanity & Inclusion
and led by UNICEF, as part of the UK Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO) Humanitarian
Single Business Case. Development of the tool was led by IOM-DTM, with input from Advisory Group members.

For more information, please contact Kirstin Lange klange@unicef.org
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This guidance has been developed under the framework of the Humanitarian Reform of the United Nations through Core Funding (2017-2020), a multi-year, multi-agency
initiative built around a single results framework supported by the UK Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO).

This material has been funded by UK aid from the UK government; however the views expressed do not necessarily reflect the UK government's official policies.
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Review secondary data: Examples of sources include censuses, surveys, registries, Post-
Distribution Monitoring systems, Feedback and Complaint Mechanisms.
See Guidance on Strengthening Disability Inclusion in HRPs p.10 2

Assess quality of existing data. Such data should:

- Cover as minimum all domains of functioning as per Washington Group Short Set of Questions
- Not use stigmatizing language in the data collection tool
- In relation to the above points- if prevalence data are extremely low, this can be a flag that data
is not reliable and should be further investigated. Data collection processes should use a
recognized tool such as the Washington Group Question set/s
- Review study design to assess whether the sample is representative of the affected population
(e.g., consider more marginalized populations such as refugees or persons living in institutions)
- Consider data recency, where relevant.
See Guidance on Strengthening Disability Inclusion in HRPs p.15 2
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* WHO, (2011) 4
*UNICEF (2021)5
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