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South Sudan - Jonglei Cattle Migration Outlook 2023-2024
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Cattle movements and transhumance patterns in Bor 
South, Duk, Pibor, Akobo, Uror, and Ayod counties of 
Jonglei State, South Sudan, as of October 2023. Cattle 
herding is central to the livelihoods of many 
communities in Jonglei State. However, factors like 
floods, climate change, cattle raiding, and market access 
impact cattle movements.

1.   Bor South County:
In Bor South County, the aftermath of the 2019/ 2020 
floods saw most cattle relocated. Some returned from 
the Equatoria regions, yet cattle presence in Jalle 
remains limited due to a raid in January 2022. Seasonal 
movements to Awerial/ Lakes State continue, 
influenced by climate-induced changes in pasture 
availability. The presence of wild animals in Boma/ 
Pibor further complicates the situation.

2. Duk County:
Cattle movements were hindered for the past four 
years due to flooding. Traditionally, cattle were moved 
to Duk Toch areas from December to May. Improved 
dry areas in 2023 may facilitate cattle movements.

3. Pibor County:
Cattle movements mainly occur to the east and north 
of the county. Toch/ swampy areas like Jom Toch and 
Baze Toch are used from December to May. Cattle 
movements through Gumuruk to Manyabol, Kothchar, 
and Bor Town for markets. Pibor town hosts a 
significant cattle market.

4. Akobo County:
Cattle movements mainly occur to the east due to fear 
of attacks from Murle. Cattle keepers in Akobo West 
usually take cattle to Ulang County in Nyanding Toch. 
No cattle camps and cattle are kept at household level.

5. Uror County:
Cattle kept near homes during the rainy season. Dry 
season locations include Pulbura, Khar, Pulhor, 
Nyanuay, and Motot Swamp. Seasonal migration from 
November to May based on flooding and conflict risks.

6. Ayod County:
Various market routes from Ayod Town to 
neighboring areas. Markets in Padiet, Panyagor and 
Machdeng attract cattle from Ayod County.


