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In order to gain a better understanding of mobility flows and trends throughout West 

and Central Africa, the International Organization for Migration (IOM) implements the 

Displacement Tracking Matrixõs Flow Monitoring (FM) tool at key transit points across 

the region.

Flow Monitoring activities are conducted in close cooperation with national and local 

authorities as well as with local partners. The Flow Monitoring tool consists of two 

main components: the Flow Monitoring Registry (FMR), which captures key data on the 

magnitude, provenance, destination and mode of travel of mobility flows, and the Flow 

Monitoring Survey (FMS), for which individual surveys are conducted with travellers to 

gather detailed information about the profiles, migration experience and intentions of 

migrants. Through these activities, the Flow Monitoring tool collects data on migration 

flows and trends, traveller profiles, migration journeys and intentions of migrants in 

order to obtain a deeper view of mobility in West and Central Africa.

In The Gambia, DTM conducts Flow Monitoring activities at several important 

transit locations in: 

1) Barra (FMPs are located at the ferry terminal  and the main garage); 

2) Farafenni (FMPs are located at Farafenni main  garage, Farafenni Ballan-Ghar 

garage, Farafenni McCarthy and Sanjally  garage, Farafenni turntable garage and the 

truck garage); 

3) Basse (FMPs are  situated at the main garage and the bus station in Basse Santa-

Su) and  

4) Brikama (FMPs are located at the main garage and the Bus station).

These activities enable DTM tomonitor the movements of passengers within, out of 

and towards The Gambia as well as the movements of those passengers transiting The 

Gambia.

This report presents the key results from the Flow Monitoring Survey conducted 

from the 1st to the 31 st of December 2021 excluding weekends.. The report 

presents data collected on flows, routes, departure, destination and demographic 

profiles of travellers observed at the FMPs. 

Additional information on Flow Monitoring methodology is available on the last page.
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KEYFIGURES

4 FMPs in The Gambia

3,676 travellers observed daily

50% of travellers observed weremale

50% of travellers observed were female

6% of individuals were travelling out of 
The Gambia (outgoing flows)

91 % of individuals weretravellingwithin The 
Gambia  (internal flows)

3% of individuals were incoming flows

INTRODUCTION

11% decreasein travellers comparedto September

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR MIGRATIONðrodakar-dataresearch@iom.intðhttps:/dtm.iom.int/gambia ð

https://migration.iom.int When quoting, paraphrasing, or in any other way using the information mentioned in this report, the source needs to be

stated appropriately asfollows:òSource: TheInternational Organization for Migration [DECEMBER,2021], DisplacementTrackingMatrix (DTM)ó

< 1% of of individuals were transiting The Gambia

Report # 07
Publication Date: February 2022

mailto:rodakar-dataresearch@iom.int


69%

17%

2%

1%

1%

1%

9%

TRAVELLER PROFILES AND MOBILITY TRENDS

Mobility trends: In December2021, the daily averagenumber of individuals observed at the
different FMPsin The Gambiadecreasedby 11 per cent comparedto November2021. In general,
this decreasein flows wasobservedat Barraand BrikamaFMPs. Theoveralldecreasein flow could
be attributed to the interruption of the ferry servicesat the Barra FMPdue to ongoing ferry
maintenanceat the time of data collection. With the decreasein flow in Barra,FarafenniFMPwas
observedto have increased flow as it becamethe major alternative route towards northern
region. During this reporting period, travellers' movementswere observedduring 23 daysand an
averageof 3,676individualswereobservedat the 4 FMPsdaily.

Typesof flows: Fourtypesof flows were observedduring the reportingperiod. Internalmovements
presentedthe vastmajority of flows,accountingfor 91 per centof travellers. Whilethree per centof
travellerswereenteringthe country, sixper cent leavingthe countryandlessthan oneper centwere
transiting.

Departure/Origin and destination: In December2021, the main country from which individuals
travelledwasTheGambia(96%). A total of 27 per cent originatedfrom Brikama,Barra(24%), Basse
(22%), Farafenni(8%) and Banjul (4%). Themain destinationcities were Serrekunda(22%), Banjul
(9%), Barra(8%), Westfield (7%), Farafenni(7%), Basse(5%), Soma(3%), Turntable(3%), Amdallai
(2%), Dakar(2%) and Brusubi(2%). TravellersleavingTheGambia(outflow) were reported to The
Gambia94per centandSenegalsixper centasdestination.

Themainmodesof transportationwerecar(69%) , bus(17%), ferry (9%) andboat (2%).

Traveller profiles: While 44 per cent of travellers were adult male, 43 per cent were adult female 
and 13 per cent were children (7% female children, 6% male children). There have been observed 
equal number of male (50%) and female (50%) travellers since November 2021. 

Flow Monitoring Points in The Gambia

Thedepiction and useof boundaries, geographic names,andrelated data shownon mapsand included in this report arenot warranted to be  
errorfree nordo they implyjudgment on thelegalstatus of anyterritory, or anyendorsementor acceptanceof suchboundaries by IOM.

TRAVELLERPROFILES

DIRECTIONOF FLOWS
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PROVENANCE & DESTINATION OF FLOWS

Origin of flows

Country Cities %of flows

GMB Brikama 27%

GMB Barra 24%

GMB Basse 22%

GMB Farafenni 8%

GMB Banjul 4%

GMB Others 6%
SEN Others 2%

Other 7%

Destinationof flows

Country Cities %of flows

GMB Serrekunda 22%

GMB Banjul 9%

GMB Barra 8%

GMB Westfield 7%

GMB Farafenni 7%

GMB Basse 5%

GMB Soma 3%

GMB Turntable 3%
GMB Amdallai 2%
SEN Dakar 2%
GMB Brusubi 2%
GMB Others 16%
SEN Dakar 3%

Others 11%

MAIN MODESOFTRANSPORT

F LO W MONI TO RI NG ǒT HE GAMBIA
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3,676 ON AVERAGE - 11%
PER DAY

INDIVIDUALSOBSERVED

Female  
Male

Adults Children

43%
44%

7%

6%
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3%

91%

6%

Incoming Internal Outgoing Transiting
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TRAVELLERPROFILES

MAIN MODES OF TRANSPORT
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PROVENANCE & DESTINATION OF FLOWS

Car others

24%

Boat

16%

6%

Bus

54%

F LOW MONITO RI NG ǒT HE GAMBIA

DECEMBER2 021 ɧ OV ERVI EW OF FLOW

BARRA

Presentation of FMP: The BarraFlowMonitoringPoint (FMP)wassetup in June2021coveringtwo

mainpoints: the ferry terminalandthe maingarage. The FMPlinksto Nuimi andBadibouwhichare all

within the North BankRegionof the Gambiaand to Senegal. Internal,outgoing,and incomingflows

were observedat this FMP.

Mobility trends : Over the reporting period: at the Barra FMP,on average,1,306 individualswere

observeddailyrepresentinga decreaseof 21 per cent comparedto November2021, when the daily

averagewas1,658individuals. The decreasein flow at this FMPis attributableto the interruption of the
Ferryservicesduring the reporting period asa result of FerrymaintenanceThere wasalsoan observed

correlation betweenthe peaksin flows with the frequencyof the ferry, suggestingthat an increasein

the availabilityof the ferry resultsin more flow of cars.

Types of flows: Internalmovementsrepresentedthe greaterpart of the flows accountingfor 86 per

cent. This is followed by eightper cent were leavingthe country andsix per cent of travellerswere

enteringthe country .

Departure/Origin and destination : In December2021, the main country from which individuals

travelledfrom wasThe Gambia(94%), 68 per cent originatedfrom Barra, Banjul(12%), Kanifing(3%)

andDakar (5%). The maindestinationcitieswere Banjul (23%), Barra(19%), Farafenni(11%), Amdallai

(6%), Kerr Pateh(3%), NduguKebbeh(3%), Kerewan(3%), Badibu(3%), Kanifing(2%), Jufureh(2%),

Albreda(2%) andDakar (4%). TravellersleavingThe Gambia(outflow) were headedto mainlyto The

Gambia(94%) andSenegal(6%).

The mainmodesof transportationwere the car (54%), ferry (24%), bus(16%) andboat(6%).

Traveller profiles : While 45 per cent of travellerswere adult male,44 per cent were adult female

and10 per cent were children(6%femalechildren,5%malechildren).

Mapof flows to and from Barra, The Gambia

DIRECTIONOFFLOW

DAILYEVOLUTIONOF FLOWS

Origin offlows

Country Cities %of flows

GMB Barra 68%

GMB Banjul 12%

SEN Dakar 5%

GMB Kanifing 3%

GMB Others 4%

SEN Others  1%

Others 7%

Destination offlows

Country Cities %of flows

GMB Banjul 23%

GMB Barra 19%

GMB Farafenni 11%

GMB Amdallai 6%

SEN Dakar  4%

GMB Kerr Pateh 3%

GMB NduguKebbeh 3%

GMB Kerewan 3%

GMB Badibu 3%

GMB Kanifing 2%

GMB Jufereh 2%

GMB Albreda 2%

GMB Others 10%

SEN Others 5%

Others 4%
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1,306 ON AVERAGE-21%
PER DAY

INDIVIDUALSOBSERVED

Female  
Male

Adults Children

44%
45%

6%

5%
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6%

86%

8%

Incoming Internal Outgoing
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TRAVELLERPROFILES

100%

Car

MODES OF TRANSPORT
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PROVENANCE & DESTINATION OF FLOWS

F LO W MONI TO RI NG ǒT HE GAMBIA 

DECEMBER2 021 ɧOV ERVI EW OF FLOW

DIRECTIONOFFLOWS

BRIKAMA
PRESENTATION OF FMP: The Brikama FMP was set up in June2021 and started data

collection in June2021, coveringtwo locations: the maingarageandthe busstation, both of which

are in BrikamaNema. It links to more than four major destinationregions: the North Bank,West

Coast, Lower River, andGreaterBanjulArea.

Mobility trends : Over the reporting period, at the BrikamaFMP,on average1,069 individuals

were observeddaily representinga minimal decreaseof one per cent comparedto November

2021, whenthe dailyaveragewas1,069individuals.

Types of flows: The internal movementsrepresentedthe major part of the flows accountingfor

90 per cent. Lessthanone per cent of travellerswere enteringthe country,while 10 per cent were

leavingthe country.

Departure/Origin and destination : In December2021, the maincountry from which individuals

travelled from wasThe Gambia(100%) of which98 per cent originatedfrom Brikamaandtwo per

cent from Serrekunda. The main destination cities were Serrekunda(38%), Westfield (26%),

Turntable(9%), Brusubi(6%), Banjul(4%), Brikama(3%), Latrikunda(3%), Kafunting(3%) andSeleti

(3%). Travellers leavingThe Gambia (outflow) were mainlyheadedto The Gambia(94%) and

Senegal(6%).

The mainmodeof transportationwastaxi/car(100%).

Traveller profiles: A total of 39 per cent of travellers were adult male, 44 per cent adult female 

and 17 percent children (9% female children, 8% male children).

Mapof flows to and from Brikama,The Gambia

DAILY EVOLUTIONOF FLOWS

Origin offlows

Country Cities % flows

GMB Birkama 98%

GMB Serekunda 2%

Destination offlows

Country Cities %flows

GMB Serekunda 38%

GMB Westfield 26%

GMB Turntable 9%

GMB Brusubi 6%

GMB Banjul 4%

GMB Brikama 3%

GMB Latrikunda 3%

SEN Kafunting 3%

SEN Seleti 3%

GMB Others 2%

Others 3%
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1,062  ON AVERAGE - 1% 
PER DAY

INDIVIDUALSOBSERVED

Adults Children

44%
39%

9%

8%
Female  
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<1%

94%
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TRAVELLERPROFILES

MODES OF TRANSPORT

D
E

M
O

G
R

A
P

H
ICP

R
O

F
IL

E
R

E
G

IS
T

E
R

E
DF

L
O

W
S

D
A

IL
Y

M
O

V
E

M
E

N
T

S

PROVENANCE & DESTINATION OF FLOWS

2%

Car Bus

59% 38%

Truck Three-Wheel

F LO W MONI TO RI NG ǒT HE GAMBIA 
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BASSE
PRESENTATION OF FMP: The BasseFMP was set up in June2021 covering the part of

provincialGambiacalledthe Upper River Region. The FMPhastwo major transit points namely: the

main garageand the bus station, both located in BasseSanta-Su. Both points are linked to the

Western andEasternparts of the regionandto the greaterBanjularea. The locationsare alsolinked

with neighbouringSenegalandfurther on to GuineaandMali.

Mobility trends : Over the reporting period, at the Basse FMP, on average 974 individuals were 

observed daily, representing a decrease of three per cent compared to November 2021, when the 

daily average was 1,007individuals. This decrease in mobility can be attributed to decreased 

movement of people around the time of presidential election period.

Types of flows: Internalmovementsrepresentedthe major part of the flows, accountingfor 98

per cent of recorded movements. Lessthan one One per cent of travellers were entering the

country andtwo per cent were leavingthe country.

Departure/Origin and destination : In December 2021, the main country from which

individualstravelled (internal) in BasseFMP was The Gambia (98%) of which 82 per cent

originated from BasseSantu-Su, Fatoto (3%), Koina (3%), Garawol (2%), Kulareh (2%) and

Suduwol(2%). Main destinationcities were to Serrekunda(40%), BasseSantu-Su(19%), Bansang

(4%), Soma(3%), Fatoto (2%), Gambisara(2%), Garawol (2%) and Koina (2%).Travellersleaving

Basse(outflow) were mainlyheadedto The Gambia(97%), Senegal(2%) andGuineaBissau(1%).

The main mode of transportation were taxi/car (59%), bus (38%), truck (2%) and three wheel

(1%) .

Traveller profiles : While 44 per cent of travellers were adult male,42 per cent were adult

femaleand14 per cent were children(7%femalechildren,7%malechildren).

Mapof flows to and from Basse,TheGambia

DIRECTIONOF FLOWS

DAILY EVOLUTIONOF FLOWS

1%

Origin offlows

Country Cities %of flows

GMB Basse-santa-Su 82%

GMB Fatoto 3%

GMB Koina 3%

GMB Garawol 2%

GMB Kulari 2%

GMB Suduwol 2%

GMB Others 4%
Others 2%

Main Destination of flows
Country Cities %of flows
GMB Serekunda 40%
GMB Basse Santu-Su 19%
GMB Bansang 4%
GMB Soma 3%
GMB Fatoto 2%
GMB Gambisara 2%
GMB Garawol 2%
GMB Koina 2%
SEN Others 2%
GMB Others 20%

Others 3%

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR MIGRATIONðr o d akar - d atar esear c h@io m . in t ðhttps:/dtm.iom.int/ gambiaðhttps://migration.iom.int/

https://migration.iom.int When quoting, paraphrasing,or in anyother way usingthe information mentioned in this report, the sourceneedsto be

stated appropriately asfollows:òSource: TheInternational Organizationfor Migration [DECEMBER,2021], DisplacementTrackingMatrix (DTM)ó

6

974  ON AVERAGE -3 %
PER DAY
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<1%
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FARAFENNI
PRESENTATION OF FMP: The FarafenniFMPwas set up in June2021. The Flow Monitoring

Point is a multi-dynamiclocation as it is found in a multi-cultural setting,populatedby different

nationalitiesandservesasa businessandtransit centre, andvery closeto Senegal. The FMPhasfive

mainpoints with a highdensityof movementnamely: Farafennimaingaragein Newtown, Farafenni

Ballan-Ghargarage,Farafenni.

Mobility trends : Over the reporting period,at the FarafenniFMP,on average457 individualswere

observeddaily,representinganincreaseof 11 per cent comparedto November2021whenthe daily

averagewas412 individuals. The increasein flow at this FMPcanbe attributed to the interruption of

ferry servicesat Barra,assuchFarrafennibecamethe alternateroute to connect to the Northern

sideof The GambiaandSenegal.

Types of flows: The internalmovementsrepresentedthe major part of the flowsaccountingfor 69

per cent,while eightper cent of travellerswere enteringthe country, 14 per cent were leavingthe

countryandnineper cent of the travellerswere transiting.

Departure/Origin and destination : In December2021, the maincountry from which individuals
travelled was The Gambia(90%), of which 62 per cent originated from Farafenni,Barra (10%),
Sarakunda(4%), Bambally(3%), Soma(2%), Poste(2%) and Dakar (2%), Main destinationswere
to Farafenni(24%), Soma(18%), LaminKoto (8%), Barra (7%), Janjanbureh(5%), Sarakunda(5%),
Seinoba(2%), Brikama(2%), Arafat (2%), Dakar (4%), Poste(3%), Zigiunchor(2%). Travelersleaving
The Gambia(outflow) were headedto mainlyThe Gambia(87%) andSenegal(13%).

The main mode of transportation were taxi/car (76%), bus (9%), motorbike (5%), truck (4%) and 

three wheel (1%).

Traveller profiles: A total of 53 per cent of travellers were adult male, 36 per cent adult female 

and 11 per centwere children (5% female, 6% male).

Mapof flows to and from Farafenni, The Gambia
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PROVENANCE & DESTINATION OF FLOWS
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DIRECTIONOF FLOWS
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https://migration.iom.int When quoting, paraphrasing,or in anyother way usingthe information mentioned in this report, the sourceneedsto be

stated appropriately asfollows:òSource: TheInternational Organizationfor Migration [DECEMBER,2021], DisplacementTrackingMatrix (DTM)ó
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Origin offlows

CountryCities %flows
GMB Farafenni 62%
GMB Barra 10%
GMB Sarakunda 4%
GMB Bambally 3%
GMB Soma 2%
SEN Dakar 2%
SEN Poste  2%
GMB Others 7%
SEN Others 8%

Destination of flows

Country Cities %flows

GMB Farafenni 24%

GMB Soma 18%

GMB Lamin koto 3%

GMB Barra 7%

GMB Janjanbureh 5%

GMB Sarakunda 5%

SEN Dakar 4%

SEN Poste 3%

GMB Seinoba 2%

GMB Brikama 2%

GMB Arafat 2%

GMB Others 9%

SEN Others 2%

Others 9%

457   ON AVERAGE 11%
PER DAY

INDIVIDUALSOBSERVED

Adults Children

36%
53%

5%

6%
Female  
Male
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Incoming Internal Outgoing Transiting
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